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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church
Sunday, March 12, 2023 — 10:30 AM
Third Sunday in Lent
Order of Worship

Welcome and Announcements-Thank you for joining us for this morning’s worship service. We are glad
to have you here! If this is your first time visiting with us, please fill out a visitor’s form, found in the back
of most pews. We would be pleased to add you to our email list, too. Welcome!

Prelude “Be Thou My Vision” arr. Burkhardt
Invocation
Hymn 450 “Be Thou My Vision”

Invitation to Confession

Prayer of Confession-followed by a time for silent confession and prayer
Being fully human, Jesus was tempted as we are. Being fully divine, Jesus knew the way out of
the wilderness through which we still wander. Trusting that Christ will lead us, we repent of our
waywardness, confess our sins, and turn back to the path of God’s mercy.
Jesus, friend of all, once again, we come to you knowing our words have stung, our actions
have harmed, and our indifference has let evil have its day. Our hearts yearn for you, our souls
thirst for you, yet we do not imitate you in our lives. We scorn those who are different from us
and relish our own comfort. Once again, forgive us, O God. Give us your living water, that we
might tell the world all you have done for us.

Assurance of God’s Grace

In the shadow of the Almighty, we take shelter. As a hen gathers her chicks under protective
wings, God gathers us in love. From this place of motherly mercy, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God!
Response “Gloria Patri” Hymn 581

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

March Birthday Sunday — All with March birthdays are invited forward.

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings



Offertory Anthem “l Want Jesus to Walk with Me” arr. Hann

| want Jesus to walk with me, all along my pilgrim journey. In my trials, Lord, walk with me.
When my head is bowed in sorrow, | want Jesus to walk with me. When | am dying, Lord, walk
with me. When | am on my bed of sorrow, O Lord, | want Jesus to walk with me.

Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. Praise Him
above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts; as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Hymn 353 “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”
First Lesson Romans 5: 1-11

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now
stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also glory in our
sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character;
and character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured
out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly
dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ
died for us.

Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s
wrath through him! For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the
death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!
Not only is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we
have now received reconciliation.

Second Lesson John 4: 5-26

So, he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his
son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the
well. It was about noon.

When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?”
(His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)

The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew, and | am a Samaritan woman. How can you
ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)

Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you
would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.”

“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you
get this living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank
from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?”

Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the
water | give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water | give them will become in them a spring of
water welling up to eternal life.”

The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that | won’t get thirsty and have to keep
coming here to draw water.”

He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”

“I'have no husband,” she replied.

Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have had
five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite
true.”

“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this
mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”

“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we
worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now
come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the
kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit
and in truth.”

The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will
explain everything to us.”

Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I| am he.”

Sermon “Justified by Faith” Rev. Steve Frazier
Hymn 81 “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken”

Benediction

Postlude “Jesus, Be with Us” Gambrell

(Please join the choir in singing)

Where there is hunger and thirst in the land,
scatter the systems of greed.
Jesus be with us, make use of our hands.
Lift up your people in need.

Jesus, be with us. Help us each day
to follow the Gospel and live as we pray.
Send us your Spirit and show us your way
Jesus be with us today.

There is a congregational meeting directly after worship today.

Please join us in the Courtyard Lobby for Birthday Cake after worship!




