First Presbyterian Church
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
August 16, 2026
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Order of Worship

Welcome and Announcements-Thank you for joining us for this morning’s worship service. We are glad to have you here!
If this is your first time visiting with us, please fill out a visitor’s form, found in the back of most pews. We would be
pleased to add you to our email list. Welcome! Today we welcome the Reverend Addie Peterson to our pulpit. Thank you!

Prelude “God’s Time Is Best” J. S. Bach
Choral Call to Worship
Call to Worship

One: Come, people of God, not merely with clean hands, but with hearts open to the transforming grace of God.
People: Create in us clean hearts, O God, and renew the right spirit within us.

One: Christ calls us beyond the boundaries we construct and the divisions we defend.

People: Teach us to see our neighbors as You see them and to love as You love.

One: There is room in the mercy of God for the stranger, the outsider, the wounded, and the searching.

People: There is room even for us. Thanks be to God!

One: Let us worship the God whose grace is wider than our boundaries and whose love will not stay behind the
lines we draw.

Let us worship God!

Hymn 624 “1 Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art”
Prayer of Confession—first in a time of silent confession and then together

Jesus teaches that what defiles us is not primarily what comes to us from outside,

but what takes root within the human heart and then emerges through our words, choices,
relationships, and actions. Therefore, trusting in the mercy of the One who knows us completely
and loves us still, let us confess our sin.

Holy and merciful God, we confess that we are often more concerned with appearing righteous than
becoming righteous. We have learned how to observe the rules while sometimes missing Your will.

We have drawn lines between insiders and outsiders, deserving and undeserving,

people like us and people unlike us. We confess the prejudices we inherited but never examined,

the assumptions we absorbed without questioning, and the privileges we defend

without recognizing their cost to others. We have sometimes confused familiarity with faithfulness and
comfort with holiness. Forgive us, Lord, and cleanse our hearts.

Where fear has taken root, plant courage. Where prejudice has taken root, plant understanding.
Where resentment has taken root, plant grace. Where superiority has taken root, plant humility.
Where indifference has taken root, plant compassion. Give us hearts large enough for the wideness of Your
mercy and lives courageous enough to follow Jesus across the boundaries that separate your children.
In Christ's name we pray. Amen

Assurance of God’s Grace

Hear the good news: God's grace reaches farther than our failures, deeper than our prejudices,
and beyond every boundary we have established. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, restored,
and invited into a new way of living.

Thanks be to God. Amen.

Bibles can be found in the back of the pew in front of you. Words in bold print are spoken aloud or sung in unison.



Passing of the Peace

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you!
And also with you.

Song of Praise “Open Your Ears, O Faithful People” Hymn 453
Open your ears, O faithful people; open your ears and hear God’s word.
Open your hearts, O royal priesthood; God has come to you.
God has spoken to the people, hallelujah! God has spoken words of wisdom, hallelujah!
God has spoken to the people, hallelujah! God has spoken words of wisdom, hallelujah!
Time with the Children
Hymn 716 “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings — Prayer of Dedication
Offertory “Prayer of St. Francis” Pote
Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Prayer of lllumination
God of living truth, open your word to us and open us to your word. Give us wisdom when the text comforts us,
courage when it disturbs us, and humility when it challenges what we thought we already understood. May the
same Spirit who spoke through scripture speak within us now, so that what we hear may take root in our hearts
and bear fruit in our lives. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Lesson Matthew 15: 10-20, 21-28
Sermon “When Love Crosses the Line” The Reverend Addie Peterson
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Hymn 418 “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling”
Benediction
Postlude” Toccata in A minor” J. S. Bach

Please join us in the Courtyard lobby after worship for a snack and fellowship!
The Session will meet after Worship today.




First Pres. Presbyterian Women Circle: Come Grow with Us! New Faces Welcome!

Looking for a wonderful time of fellowship, study, and connection? Our circle is looking for new faces to join us! We
meet the first Tuesday of the month (September through June) starting at 11:00 a.m. We begin with a brief business
meeting, move into an uplifting Bible study, and wrap up with lunch together. Just bring your own lunch—we will take
care of the drinks and dessert! If you'd like to join us, please contact our Circle Leader, Toni Rutsch, at 757-483-8329 or

757-618-4380 (cell).
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